l58           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
From these quotations it can be seen that there is
no possibility of challenge of the idea that reincarnation
was taught by Origen. But one more quotation may be
added, the strongest of all, to demonstrate that Origen
has in his mind repeated births into this world, and not
only previous experiences in other worlds. lt Those who,
departing this life in virtue of that death which is common
to all, are arranged in conformity with their actions and
deserts—according as they shall be deemed worthy—some
in the place which is called the (infernus ', others in the
bosom of Abraham, and in different localities or mansions."
These are the conditions in the invisible worlds after
death. ts So also from these places, as if dying there, if
the expression can be used, they come down from the
c upper world ' to this tf hell'. For that ' hell' to which
the souls of the dead are conducted from this world is, I
believe, on account of this distinction, called the (lower
bell'. . - Everyone, accordingly, of those who descend
to the earth is, according to his deserts, or agreeably to
the position that he occupied there, ordained to be born in
this world in a different country, or among a different
nation, or in a different mode of life, or surrounded by
infirmities of a different kind, or to be descended from
religious parents, or parents who are not religious; so
that it may sometimes happen that an Israelite descends
among the Scythians, and a poor Egyptian is brought
down to Judea " (IV, i, 23). There can hardly be a more
definite statement than that as to the rebirth of souls.
If a soul can be made good, then to make a soul
evil is impossible to a God of Justice and Love. It cannot
be done. There is no justification for it, and the moment
it is recognised that men are born criminal, as they are
born every year, one is either forced to the blasphemous

